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LOOKING TO VOLUNTEER OR GET INVLOVED? IV ee],

SWCD board meetings are held the second Tuesday of >
every month. The door is always open and we welcome >
anyone to join us!
We encourage partnerships with Wayne County
landowners and residents with a passion for
conservation.
Volunteer opportunities include Conservation Days,
the Wayne County Urban S.O.l.L. Garden, the Rain
Garden, and upcoming Whitewater Watershed water
quality study!
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Thank you Whitewater Valley REMC Colt VanNatta

Community Trust, Inc for your generous
donation of $1,200 towards
Conservation Days!

If you would like to find out more
information about this county-wide
educational event for 3™ & 4" graders,
please reach out to LuAnne Holeva @
luanne.holeva@in.nacdnet.net
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SWCD granted $125k to complete a water quality study of the
Upper East Fork of the Whitewater River

Public Invited to Shape the Future of the Upper East Fork Whitewater River Watershed

The Wayne County SWCD is leading efforts to develop a watershed management plan for the Upper
East Fork Whitewater River Watershed. This plan will address natural resource concerns in the basin
and set goals to protect and improve water quality. Individuals who live, work, farm, or play in the East
Fork Whitewater River Basin are invited to share their valuable input

This initial stage of the project aims to gather data and information, develop the project steering
committee, and begin formulating the gathering of public opinion. Your perspectives on the
Whitewater River, its lakes, streams, and watershed are crucial. The Upper East Fork Whitewater River
Watershed projectis in its early stages, with planning efforts just beginning in the community. Getting
involved in a watershed project offers a direct opportunity to contribute to the health and
sustainability of the local water resources that impact your community, from drinking water and
recreation to the natural environment.

Over the next year, water sampling of creeks in the watershed will occur twice monthly through
October. Sampling will swap to every other month through the winter and conclude with biweekly
sampling again in the spring. The analysis of the data collected will help pinpoint those areas of
concern and help establish goals for the watershed. Over the next two years, the watershed
management plan will be developed. The development of this plan will allow those living and working
in the watershed to request funds to help implement the plan and meet plan goals in the future.

In addition to water sample analysis and plan development, it is also beneficial to hear from a
multitude and a variety of stakeholders in the watershed to best understand the natural resource
concerns. If you were to list the top ten natural resource concerns around you, what would they be?
Some might list soil erosion, river access or algae blooms. Others might say lack of wildlife habitat, still
others may say too many non-native invasives. If you’d like to share your thoughts and suggestions
regarding water quality, quantity, stream and lake quality, recreation, or other related topics; receive
copies of water chemistry data results; join an event or upcoming meeting, please reach out to Sara
Peel, Watershed Coordinator at speel@arionconsultants.com.

To learn more about this project, you can visit:
www.waynecountyswcd/watershed
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